
 

 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 15 & 16, 2018 

 

Take Up the Savior’s Call: With courageous faith 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn See This Wonder in the Making (Saturday) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 300 

 

  Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be (Sunday) 

  Christian Worship 347 

 

Holy Baptism (Saturday) Christian Worship, pg. 12 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 

you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Jeremiah 38:1-13 

Jeremiah is called to bear the cross brought on by his faithful teaching and preaching. 

  

 Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehucal son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of 

Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he said, “This is what the LORD says: 

‘Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague, but whoever goes over to the 

Babylonians will live. He will escape with his life; he will live.’ And this is what the LORD says: ‘This 

city will certainly be handed over to the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’ ” 

 Then the officials said to the king, “This man should be put to death. He is discouraging the 

soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is saying to them. This man is 

not seeking the good of these people but their ruin.”  
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 “He is in your hands,” King Zedekiah answered. “The king can do nothing to oppose you.” 

 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was in the 

courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, 

and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. 

 But Ebed-Melech, a Cushite, an official in the royal palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into 

the cistern. While the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, Ebed-Melech went out of the palace and 

said to him, “My lord the king, these men have acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the 

prophet. They have thrown him into a cistern, where he will starve to death when there is no longer any 

bread in the city.” 

 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the Cushite, “Take thirty men from here with you and lift 

Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.” 

 So Ebed-Melech took the men with him and went to a room under the treasury in the palace. He 

took some old rags and worn-out clothes from there and let them down with ropes to Jeremiah in the 

cistern. Ebed-Melech the Cushite said to Jeremiah, “Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your 

arms to pad the ropes.” Jeremiah did so, and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the 

cistern. And Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 116 

In the midst of bearing their crosses, believers call on the name of the LORD.  

 
  

 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; 

  he heard my cry for mercy. 

 

 Because he turned his ear to me, 

  I will call on him as long as I live.  
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 The LORD is gracious and righteous; 

  when I was in great need, he saved me. Refrain 

 

 For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, 

  my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

 

 How can I repay the LORD 

  for all his goodness to me? 

 

 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 

 

Second Lesson 1 Peter 4:12-19 

Peter reminds those who suffer for doing good that they are called to bear their crosses. 

 

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange 

were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 

overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or 

any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of  

God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

And, 

  “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,  

   what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 

Creator and continue to do good. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel Mark 8:27-35 

Followers of Jesus are called to bear their crosses as Jesus bore his. 

  

 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, 

“Who do people say I am?” 

 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 

 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 

 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 

He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he 

said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” 

 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, 

he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) On Christ I Stand 

Grades 3 & 4 music by Benjamin Harlan  

 

 My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

 I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain: On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

  A higher plane than I have found, on Christ, the solid Rock, I stand. 

 

 When darkness seems to hide his face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 

 In ev’ry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 

 When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found! 

 Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. Refrain  



pg. 9 

 

Hymn of the Day Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 

 Christian Worship 453 

 

Sermon Mark 8:27-35 

Salvation and Sacrifice 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 

called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:    
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from 

sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect 

life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the 

grave, he opened heaven. 

 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and 

joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith 

until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns When Peace Like a River (see pg. 15) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 760 

 

I Walk in Danger All the Way 

 Christian Worship 431 

 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 Christian Worship 309 

 

Please stand  
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M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult (stanzas 1 & 5) 

Christian Worship 463 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.  



pg. 15 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musician Dr. William Braun, piano (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Bill Dittman, Dan Ebeling, Cary Haakenson (8:00 AM) 

Jeff Scheibe, Jeff Sitz, Brian Treichel (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Mark & Mary Meissner, Chris Sturdevant, Sharon Vander Veen (8:00 AM) 

 Bruce & Kary Ailey, Barb Bergquist and June Krueger (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Tom Wessel (Saturday) 

 Jon Johnson (8:00 AM) 

 Michael Schneider (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• Koen William Zeitler, son of Eric and Andrea Zeitler, neé Torrez, will be baptized during the 

5:30 PM service on Saturday.  

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Sue Pappalardo, hospitalized at Columbia-St. Mary’s. 

 

• Opal Hackbarth, hospitalized at Froedtert. 

 

• Dorothy Felsing, recovering from eye surgery last week. 

 

• Thanksgiving for Patrick and Natalie Stolzman, upon the birth of their son Henry John, 

last Monday.  
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will 

not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, 

which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope, and  

strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread.  

Enable me to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  
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“Psalm 116” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“On Christ I Stand” Text public domain. 

 “Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public  
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“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Text and tune © 1970, 1975 Celebration. 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 17 

 

 M Lamentations 3:22-33…..……………………………………2 Samuel 12:19-23 

 T Hebrews 12:4-11…….….……………………………………James 1:2-12 

 W Job 2:1-10…………………………………………………… James 5:7-11 

 TH Ephesians 6:18-20……………………………………………Mark 6:14-29 

 F Hebrews 10:35-39……………………………………………Isaiah 29:14-21 

 S Luke 21:10-19………………………………………………..Revelation 2:8-11  
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Parents’ Preview for September 23 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Refrain 

(Christian Worship Supplement 771) 
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Sunday Bible Classes  
New Sunday Bible Classes and Sunday School begin today at 9:15 AM. 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 

 

Times of Trial…Times of Opportunity 

Taught by Chaplain Steven Stern in the Fellowship Hall 

 

At some point in time every one of us has been with a friend or a family member who is in the midst of 

a trial in their life. They may have just lost a loved one. What do we say? What do we do? Where do we 

start in trying to be helpful to them? Using various scriptures, role plays, and looking at themes that 

might arise in people’s hearts in their times of trial, this Bible study will find something that will give 

you the confidence to reach out to those who are hurting. 

 

A Survey of Christian Hymnody 

Taught by Dr. William Braun in the School Lecture Room 

 

This class will trace the development of hymns in service of the church. We will begin with Pre-

Reformation and Reformation traditions in Europe and continue with British and American 

contributions. The basic purpose of this class is to better understand and appreciate the long tradition of 

congregational hymn singing.  

 

The Wonders of God – Bible Information Class 

Taught by the Pastoral Staff in the St. Matthew’s Room 
 

This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and 

supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since 

it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and non-

members to attend. 

  



 
 

 


